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! Toward Peaceful Use of the Atom

An Intimate Message From Washingto

CPYRGHT Eegiviered ia U. B. Foteqt Olhes .
) o By Neal Stanferd

ELIN o ASH
" 13" the "Unlited .States or the USSR,
going to lead the world into the land of
atomic power plenty?

That is the tub of the hearing and de-
bate now going on on Caplitel Hill over
the Gore bill—a bill that would direct the
Atomic Energy Commission to bulld six
power-reactors to demonstrate the prac-
_tical value of atomic power for commerr
cial and {ndustrial purposes.

Strangely enough, it ix a subject that is
getting little public attention and less pub-
‘|lic interest—though it may well decide
whether the United States or the U.S.S.R,

ful use of the atom.

_What Senator Gore wants is some dras-
tic, impressive, government action to re-
claim American leadership in this vast
and Important fieid. He is convinced that
you can't get it by relylng enprivate ine
dustry or private investment. The govern-
ment must step in and underwrite it—
just as it did the Manhattan Project in the
war. This is not a hot-war necessity, but &
cold-war necessity; for either the United
States does something like this or it
appears likely to lose the race to the
Soviets. . .

Senator Gore has & worthy supporter
in AEC Commissioner Thomas Murray,
who earller this year publicly urged a
“crash” program of  government reactor
construction. But he was outvoted by the

chairman,  Admiral Lawis Strauss—and
his program died aborning. Now, how-
ever, the battle has been fransferred from
the executive to the legisiative—and is out
in the open, which gives Senator Gore at
least some hope‘that he can get action on
the matter, L.

While perliaps no one can say positively
(though some do) that.the US.SR. is
leading the United States in this fleld and
moving ahead faster every day, there are
accumulating reports to that effect. The

projects on paper, has only one in the
works—and-that only ‘under construction:
the 60,000 kilowstt resctor being built
at Shippingport by the government.

There are .four other yeactors under
consideration, involving iIndustry partici-
pation, that ean produce another 700,000
kilowatts of stomic power—but that is
not only counting your chickens before
they are httched, but before the eggs tre
even laid. . . :

By contrast the USSR, has an atomie

becomes the mecca -of the world in peace- .

othey commission members including the

United States, while it has five power-
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plans for producing 2,500,000 kilowatts by

1960. The British will® begin delivering -

atomic power this year, and their blue-
prints call for development of an atomie
power capacity of more than 2,000,000
kilowatts in the next decade. Yot all

Washington can point to is & hoped-for

750,000 kilowatts by 1960,

What makes the situation confusing is

that despite these facts, which no one at
least denies, Chairman Strauss eontinues
to insist that the United States is still

leading the world {n this fleld; and that !

America has a weskness for overrating the
capabilities of the Russians. And he does
this in face of conflicting testimony by
Mr. Allen Dulles, Chief of Central Intele
ligence, that the Soviets are

undeviviedive -
ahead of the United States in this fleld. A% ..

the same time he opposes the (ore pro-

-

-‘posal for gcvernment construction of six -

large-scale reaclors even through private
industry. )
The Gore proposal is not premised on
the beliet that the United States needs
this atomic power—a factor which plays
a great part In Britain's drive to develop

only be reduced to competitive lwekubi.

government experimentation -in resttor X
construction; that the nation which #ce
complishes this first is going to have all :

et

\

the underdeveloped and backward cotine i
tries and areas of the world beating 2 path i
to its door. N .
Thus the question becomes for Anudcl
not only can atomic power becoine ecoe
nomically available, but is it not a-polftia
cal necessity? Can the United States afe
ford to let the U.S.S.R. dom! this field?
There are plenty of reasons why now is

atomic power—but on two other postue |
lates: that the cost of atomic power can '

not the time for the govermment to start

_a crash atomic power program: Privite

industry should do it; it is totally unaco-

nomic; there is a skilled manpower shorte |

age; the AEC is too busy now to take-on -

new assignments. But they do not reach
to the heart of the issue—which is rather
whether the United Stateq should dellb-

ethtely and publicly allow the USSR,

to forge ahead in this field that is so big
with hope the world over. o
The psychological defeyt the United

‘Siates would suffer from = cleaf Soviet

Jend could be disastrous. Ho the Qu

bécomes not whether the cpuntry can pt- .|

ford a crash program, or Weeds A crash
program as & power sourch, but whather

‘it can afford to not have ime—for global

rét>er than mt_icma_l reaw:ns. -
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